
West Ham Church School
With God all things are possible  

Newsletter
Spring 2
Week 1

School Vision
Our Vision is to enable 
children, with God’s guidance, 
to know and appreciate the 
wonder of God’s creation, 
to live in harmony, embracing 
differences, 
to always act with compassion 
inspired by the example of Jesus, 
and to have the strength to 
follow their dreams and achieve 
their goals. 

Values
Our school value this 

term is 

Justice 
“Do justice, love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God” 

(Micah 6:8).

A note from Mrs. James, Headteacher

Welcome back to school; we hope you enjoyed a 
good week together during half term. 
Attendance
Attendance is up this week, and we hope that this 
is a good sign for the rest of the term. Please 
ring us if your child is going to be absent, thank 
you. 

RE conference
Six children from year 5 represented the school 
at the Junior R.E. Conference this week. The 
theme was ‘We are all neighbours’ day’. The 
children learnt the word community means 
‘Together we serve’ in Latin. Strong, diverse 
communities grow where we work together for 
the good of others. Our children participated well, 
sharing their opinions thoughtfully.  

Healthy Eating/Packed lunches
Everybody loves a sweet treat and especially 
chocolate, but we do ask that you reserve these 
items for special treats at home. If your child 
brings a packed lunch into school, we will remove 
any chocolate, crisps, sweets and fizzy drinks and 
return them to you at the end of the day. We 
encourage all children to have a hot school lunch - 
especially as Newham operates an Eat for Free 
lunch scheme for all primary children (the envy of 
many county councils!). 

World Book Day
We are celebrating World Book Day on Friday 
next week. Our theme is Justice and children can 
come to school in dressed up as a role 
model/social justice advocate (e.g. a superhero - 
real or fictional). 
We are also inviting parents to come into school at 
8:45am on Friday morning to read and share 
books with their children in class. We hope to see 
you there!

Prayer Space
A prayer from the team at 

All Saints Church

Lord God

You teach us that we are to love 
justice, show mercy and walk 
humbly with our God.

You say that we are “fearfully 
and wonderfully made, each of 
us so different, yet all of us 
precious to you.

Help us to always treat everyone 
fairly, with the love and the 
kindness that you show us.

 Amen

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Micah%206.8
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EYFS
Weekly News Page
Acting EYFS Phase Lead: Miss Rice

Early Years Foundation Stage 
Due to staff absence, Miss Rice has kindly stepped up into the role of EYFS Phase Lead. 
Congratulations to Miss Davies who passed her Post Graduate Certificate in Education 
(PGCE) with Distinction! 

This week: 
In early years this week, we have been celebrating Shrove Tuesday. The children engaged with 
writing their own recipe to make pancakes and really enjoyed measuring and mixing the 
ingredients together. We encourage you to try a cooking activity at home as the children's 
communication and language blossomed throughout. In maths this week, we have focussed 
on comparison and explored 2D shapes - Dragonflies class received a special letter from Mr. 
Wolf.  

Next week: 
We will be on a reading journey to Africa next week, starting our 
new topic book, ‘Anna Hibiscus’ Song’. We will receive a special 
postcard from the main character  and the children will be writing 
their own postcard, talking  about their families and where they live.

Reminders: Please ensure reading books are returned weekly and that you promote your 
child’s independence at home. The children in Reception should be wearing their PE kit to 
school and then bring their school uniform in their bag to change after our daily PE session. 
World book day will be celebrated next Friday!
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Weekly News Page
Phase Leader: Mrs. Lord -Attivor 
(DHT)

Key Stage 1

This week: In key stage 1, we have  had a great week getting back into our learning routines 
and exploring new units of work. In year 1, we have been learning about addition and 
subtraction. We have been using number lines and part-whole models  to help with our 
understanding. This term, we will also have a focus on our understanding of shape.
In year 2, we began our new multiplication and division unit; we looked at making and adding 
equal groups using both manipulatives and pictorials to help with our understanding. 
In English, we have began investigating our new book ‘Look up’.
We particularly enjoyed looking for clues in the front cover to
 predict what the book may be about. 

Next week: We will be delving deeper into our new Design and 
Technology unit: ‘To design a new school lunch menu’ by learning 
how to prepare foods both safely and hygienically. To support your 
child’s learning, please share how you do this at home. 

Reminders: A polite reminder that 
PE kits needs should be returned to 
school and consist of both navy jogging 
bottoms and jumper, a white t-shirt and 
additional black trainers. 
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Phase Leader: Mr. Dickey

Lower Key Stage 2 
This week: 
Children have settled into the new term really well. They have enjoyed creating their own poems and 
starting our new topic of measurement in maths. This week, we also reflected on our the fantastic 
pieces of art (portraiture).

Congratulations to LKS2 for winning the KS2 Rock Battle and beating UKS2! 

Reminders:
Please remember that PE kits should be brought in on Monday and left in school for the duration of 
the week. 
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Phase Leader: Miss Shaw

Upper Key Stage 2
This week:
On Tuesday, Arc Theatre group visited and put on a performance which made us think about what 
is right and wrong and how we can treat people and stand up for what is right (linked with our value 
of justice). The children were able to share their knowledge of courageous advocates and blew the 
visitors away with their thoughtful responses and ideas!

‘Your students were brilliant audiences for us.  Respectful, well behaved and engaged. 
We enjoyed working with them all and it felt like the piece really had an impact on 
them.  We loved hearing their questions, comments and feedback!’ 

Swallows also visited the British Museum to find out more about the Ancient Greek civilisation - 
they had a fantastic time!

Next week:
Some of our children will be taking part in a netball tournament, you will have been notified by 
letter. There is potentially another teacher strike on Thursday - please be aware of updates.

Reminders:
World Book Day will be celebrated next Friday.



Headteacher’ Awards 

Wonder (LKS2): Jadon for continuing to be 
curious about learning, even when work is 
challenging. 

Harmony (UKS2): Amarah for being a fantastic 
learning partner and a good friend to others

Compassion (EYFS): Vjola for always being an 
excellent role model and consistently showing 
kindness around the classroom. 

Strength (KS1): Harley for his determination 
and perseverance with his maths topic on 
subtraction.

Gold: 

Silver: Jahaziel (Yr2)

Bronze: Chance (Y6), Jahaziel (Yr 2), Timeea (Yr 2)

6
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Celebration Page
On this page, we celebrate the 
children’s achievements in and 
out of school, including
❖ good behaviour 
❖ excellent attitude to 

learning 
❖ progress
❖ high quality work 
❖ awards

Attendance
Congratulations! The class with the highest attendance 

across the school last week was…

Foxes

Little Owls (Nursery):  Aysem for having 
positive attitude towards her learning. 
Dragonflies (Reception): Aaleeyah, for 
writing an excellent pancake recipe.
Ladybirds (Reception & Y1):  Elysa for 
settling into class so well and showing a great 
attitude to learning. 
Butterflies (Y1): Dasheng for improving 
his behaviour and trying to make better 
choices.
Hedgehogs (Y2): Elissa: for embedding 
herself as a member of her new class.
Squirrels (Y2): Snezhana, for improving 
her handwriting and sentence structure.
Otters (Y3): Guilherme for practising extra 
handwriting at home and taking pride in his 
work.
Badgers (Y3&4): Maria-Denisa for 
ensuring she can use IT correctly. 
Foxes (Y4): Amirra for pushing herself in 
her learning and being focussed in class.
Swallows (Y5): Amir For having the 
strength to tackle his work throughout the 
day, even when barriers are in his way.
Eagles (Y5&6):  Raghib, for his effort and 
determination in solving 1 and 2 - step 
functions in maths
Kingfishers (Y6): Ilia for challenging  
himself in his learning this week, especially in 
English
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WHCS Song Sheet

Michael Finnegan

 Michael Finnegan 
 

 There was an old man 
 Named Michael Finnegan, 

 He grew whiskers 
 On his chin-ne-gan, 
 The wind came up 

 And blew them in again, 
 Poor old Michael Finnegan, 

 Begin again! 
 (Repeat) 

 
 There was an old man 

 Named Michael Finnegan, 
 He grew whiskers 

 On his chin-ne-gan, 
 The wind came up And blew them in again, 

 Poor old Michael Finnegan, 
 Begin again! 

 Poor old Michael Finnegan, 
 Begin again! 

 Poor old Michael Finnegan, 
 STOP!

A great warm-up for diction and vocal range. There are some very 
low notes the first time this is sung through, so make sure that these 

are really punched out and don’t get lost.


