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School Vision
Our Vision is to enable children, 

with God’s guidance, 
to know and appreciate the 
wonder of God’s creation, 

to live in harmony, embracing 
differences, 

to always act with compassion 
inspired by the example of Jesus, 

and to have the strength to follow 
their dreams and achieve their 

goals. 

Values

Our school value this 
term is 

Perseverance

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Important communication regarding forthcoming teacher strikes

You may be aware from media coverage that the NEU teaching union 
have declared strike action, the first of which will take place on 1st 
February, affecting 23,400 schools across England and Wales. The 
strike is happening because of a national dispute between the unions 
and the government over teachers’ pay. 

I’m getting in touch to give you as much notice as possible that 
learning may be disrupted on:

1st February
2nd March

15th and 16th March 

We’re considering several options, including providing home learning, 
moving some lessons online, and closing the school. 

We recommend that you start to make alternative childcare 
arrangements for these dates.

I’m sorry about the potential disruption to you and to your child’s 
education. I understand that this situation may be frustrating, and ask 
that all members of our school community continue to treat each other 
with respect. We are all facing challenges during the cost of living 
crisis and we are doing what we can to support our families wherever 
possible. 

The NEU state that this dispute between teachers and the government 
is not about a pay rise but correcting historic real-terms pay cuts. 
Teachers have lost 23% in real-terms since 2010, and support staff 
27% over the same period. The average 5% pay rise for teachers this 
year is some 7% behind inflation. In the midst of a cost of living crisis, 
the NEU state that is an unsustainable situation.

West Ham Church School remains committed to providing a safe and 
secure environment for our pupils and delivering high-quality 
teaching. We are working closely with our staff union representatives 
to keep up to date with the situation, and I will inform you of the final 
arrangements as soon as possible.

If you have any questions, please contact me through the school office.

Kind regards,
Mrs. James
Headteacher

Prayer Space
A prayer from the team at 

All Saints Church

Lord God,

Thank you that you always hear 
us when we pray.

Thank you that when life is 
difficult you help us to keep 

going.
We pray for anyone who is 

having a difficult time right 
now. 

Please be near to them and 
remind them just how much you 

love them.

Amen
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EYFS & KS1 
Weekly News Page
Assistant Head: Mrs. Rogers

Early Years Foundation Stage 
This week: 
As part of our work on “Lost and Found”, Little Owls had a wonderful time making 3D penguins 
and ice collages. They have also enjoyed dressing up as different animals and exploring different ways 
that animals can move.  The children in Dragonflies and Ladybirds were excited to share their ideas 
for how the boy will be able to help the penguin to get home, and can’t wait to find out if they are 
correct or not! Dragonflies also enjoyed their visit to Discover on Thursday. 

Next week: 
You are invited to a parent workshop demonstrating how we explore number and teach 
maths in EYFS. This session will take place on Monday 23rd January at 9:00am.

Reminders: 
Reading books should be returned every week. Please encourage your child to complete the weekly 
home learning activities independently; our current focus is on high frequency words.

Key Stage 1
This week: 
This week the children have been investigating 2D and 3D shapes.  They have been 
looking at the connection between sides and vertices, and how they link and join together.
As part of their work on “Pattan’s Pumpkin”, the children have investigated where and how 
pumpkins grow to create their own word bank.  In R.E. we have been looking at the Sikh faith and 
found out about the “5 Ks”.

Next week: 
We will be starting our new book “Between the Tick and Tock”. 
Our maths focus will be money, and the children will investigate the connections between pounds 
and pence. Please also join us for our maths parent workshop at 9:00 on Monday 23rd 
January.
Reminders: 
PE kits need to be in school everyday, as the weather is colder children will need to make sure they 
have navy tracksuit bottoms and navy sweatshirt.  Homework needs to be in by Tuesday - children 
can now attend KS1 homework club at lunchtime if it is not completed on time
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KS2
Weekly News Page
Assistant Head: Miss Jukes

Lower Key Stage 2 
This week: 
We enjoyed logging back into Mathletics, TTR, Bedrock and Education City. It is important 
children are using these online resources to support their learning. All children have their logins and 
are aware of how to log on to these education sites at school. Please do encourage children to use 
these websites at home to support their learning. 

Next week:
Well done to the Foxes for winning our latest ‘Rock Battle’. As the competition heats up, we will be 
taking part in times tables competitions with children from UKS2. Foxes will battle Eagles, Badgers 
will battle Kingfishers, and Otters will battle Swallows. Let the battle commence!

Reminders:
Please ensure that the children bring in tracksuit bottoms for PE during the colder weather.  On 
Monday, we will be holding maths parent workshops at 9:00am to help you find out how you 
can help your child at home, and see the different strategies we use to teach maths in school. 

Upper Key Stage 2
This week:
The children in Eagles had a fantastic time at the British 
Museum this week.  They learnt all about the Parthenon and
the Acropolis, and completed activity books in the museum.
It was a great introduction to this term’s new history and geography
topic. In English, there was plenty of opportunities for role-
play, acting out the role of Odysseus and his crew. 

Next week: 
On Monday, we will be holding maths parent workshops at 9:00am to help you find out how 
you can help your child at home, and see the different strategies we use to teach maths in school. 

Reminders: 
Please encourage your child to complete their daily homework and attend tutoring sessions.  PE kits 
must be in school every Monday,  and can be taken home on Friday.  Swallows will be swimming on 
Tuesdays and will need to bring their full swimming costume. 



Please encourage your children to go onto 
Mathletics at home to support their learning.

Gold:

Silver: Iasmina (Year 5)

Bronze:

Headteacher’s Awards 

Wonder: (LKS2) George for showing his 
curiosity about the the destruction of Amazon 
rainforest.

Harmony: (UKS2) Anny, for her positive 
attitude and  always trying her best to make sure 
everyone is included in activities

Compassion (EYFS):  Kamal, for being a 
supportive and encouraging team member in PE. 

Strength (KS1): Mahdiya, for always working 
hard and trying her best in lessons, even when she 
finds something tricky. 
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Celebration Page
On this page, we celebrate the 
children’s achievements in and 
out of school, including
❖ good behaviour 
❖ excellent attitude to 

learning 
❖ progress
❖ high quality work 
❖ awards

Attendance
Congratulations! The class with the highest attendance 

across the school last week was…

Kingfishers

Little Owls (Nursery): True, for his 
confidence and enthusiasm. 

Dragonflies (Reception): Ima, for her 
improved writing in phonics.

Ladybirds (Reception & Y1):  Andreea, for 
being an excellent role model to others. 

Butterflies (Y1): Darasimi, for her effort and 
progress in handwriting.

Hedgehogs (Y2): Rayan, for adapting to new 
routines. 

Squirrels (Y2): Cashus, for showing a better 
work ethic and pride within his learning.

Otters (Y3): Faatima, for being a role model to 
her classmates in the classroom

Badgers (Y3&4): Sergiu, for working hard at 
home to improve his learning.

Foxes (Y4): Izialah, for improved 
concentration and participation.

Swallows (Y5): Amyah for outstanding 
leadership in class when creating rockets.

Eagles (Y5&6): Noemi for her partner and 
group work during Maths and English. 

Kingfishers (Y6): Emmanuel for an 
enthusiastic attitude to our STEM project.
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WHCS Song Sheet

Don’t Worry, Be Happy

Ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh.

Ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh.

Here's a little song I wrote

You might want to sing it note for note

Don't worry, be happy

In every life we have some trouble

But when you worry you make it double

Don't worry, be happy

Ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh.

Ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh.

Ain't got no cash, ain't got no style

Ain't got no girl to make you smile

Don't worry, be happy

Cos when you worry, your face will frown

And that will bring everybody down

So don't worry, be happy

Ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh.

Ooh, ooh, ooh,

Don't worry, be happy
Don't worry, be happy


