West Ham Church School
With God all things are possible
A note from Mrs. James, Headteacher
Thank you to the many families who joined us
today for the Early Years ‘Sports Day’ - your
patience as we organised the children into their
teams and races was much appreciated. The
children did so well! And we just dodged the rain
that arrived during lunchtime. It was a pleasure to
see so many of you join your children in the hall
for lunch. We hope you had a good time as well.
Next week, the main event is our Early Years visit
to Colchester Zoo! What a wonderful opportunity
for the children! Please discuss this with your child
to prepare them for the visit.
The children will also meet their new teacher on
Thursday for the 2022-2023 academic year.
Younger children can find change challenging - we
have found that the more you talk to them about
what’s going to happen, the better prepared they
are.
Next year, Mrs. Rogers will continue teaching our
Little Owls Nursery class and oversee the EYFS
as Phase Leader. Miss Davies is moving class to
teach Reception, Dragonflies class (Reception
children) and Miss Rice will teach Ladybirds class
(Reception and Year 1 children). Mrs. Aslam will
continue to teach Butterflies class (Year 1). Miss
Upson is moving into Key Stage 2. Your children are
in good hands!
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EYFS Team

Teachers
Mrs. Rogers & Miss Davis Little Owls
Ms Rice - Ladybirds
Miss Upson - Dragonflies
Mrs. Rogers - Phase Leader
Additional Staff
Mrs. Aryal, Mrs. Aziz,
Miss Starling
Prayer Space

A prayer from the team at
All Saints Church

Lord God,
You have promised to never
leave us or forsake us.
Thank you that even in the
storms of life you are with us
and love to bring us peace.
Amen

Values

Our school value this
term is

RESPECT

Collective Worship
This week we have been discussing how we all go through difficult situations in our lives and how
these processes can be difficult to deal with. We thought about how we can cope with challenge in
our lives. We read Mark 4:35-41 - Jesus said to his disciples: “Why are you so afraid? Do you still
have no faith?”
We thought about how faith can help us to overcome the fear, worry or frustration of the ‘storm’
we are in, and how the story of Jesus calming the storm can reinforces the importance of faith
and trust.
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Little Owls Nursery
This week we have started to read ‘Splash, Anna Hibiscus!’.
Nursery were really excited to receive a postcard from the main
character Anna Hibiscus. We spoke about the purpose of a
postcard and what the children would like to do at the beach.
The children enjoyed finding connections with what they already
know. Maia enjoyed looking at some of the other characters in
the book, commenting“that looks like my baby sister”.
Inspired by our topic story we enjoyed building our own
sandcastles, making splash inspired bubble pictures, and we tried
to make our own repeating patterns with wooden beads.
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Sports Day
We were so proud of all the
children for participating in
Sports Day today!
The children were very excited
to compete in their different
events, and showed excellent
harmony, compassion, and
team spirit when supporting
their friends.
Well done everyone!

In our physical development sessions we have been practising our
sports day races. We worked well in teams and it was great to see
the children cheering their friends to give encouragement.
Next week will continue to read ‘Splash, Anna Hibiscus’, making
predictions about how the story may end.
Stratford Library
Dragonflies and Ladybirds will be
visiting Stratford library on Friday
15th July. Please look out for
information about how to register
your child for their free library card!
The visit will take place during the
school day.

We were also delighted that so
many family members were
able to join us in the hall
afterwards. Please ensure that
any photos taken are for
personal use only.

Transition Day
The whole school Transition Day will be on Thursday 7th
July. The children will meet their new teachers and spend the
day with their new class, with lots of activities to keep them
busy!
We understand that some children may be apprehensive
about the change; please talk to them and let their teacher
know if you have any concerns about how your child is
feeling.
Colchester Zoo

The children in Dragonflies and Ladybirds will be visiting Colchester Zoo on Tuesday 5th July. You
should have received a letter about the visit, including how to pay for your child. The school are paying
for a coach to transport the children there and back. Please let us know if your child experiences travel
sickness we can sit them further near the front of the coach.
This visit will support their learning about endangered animals, as part of their Courageous Advocacy
project, as well as their topics on growth and how animals can change.
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Home Learning
Little Owls
This week the children found out
all about postcards, and some of
them made their own postcard!
Please talk to your child about any
post you receive at home - this may
be a flyer from a local business, or
a letter in an envelope with a
stamp on it. Encourage your child
to describe what they can see.

Rhyme Time!

This week’s rhyme was
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I Caught a
Fish Alive
1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Once I caught a fish alive,
6, 7, 8, 9, 10
Then I let it go again.
Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so.
Which finger did it bite?
This little finger on my right.

Please read with your child
every day, and ensure that their
reading book is returned to school.

The Headteacher’s Award goes
to Alexia for showing the
strength to complete a fantastic
piece of writing independently.

Little Owls:Kamiyah, for her
great ideas on our new topic
story.

Ladybirds and Dragonflies
This week the children will revise
and recap their phonics learning
by completing a phonics challenge!
Please encourage your child to use
their sound buttons to help them
decode and read each word.
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Attendance
The class with the highest
attendance in EYFS and KS1 last
week was

Dragonflies
Congratulations!

This Week’s Learning

Ladybirds: Analia for settling
well into the class and learning
all of our rules and routines.
Dragonflies: Rayan, for his
engagement and attention
during his focus group.
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Communication and Language
Focus activity: image hunt
The children will be giving their friends
instructions to help them find an image
hidden somewhere in our learning area.
Can you describe an image for your friend to ﬁnd?

Reception

Curriculum
Information
some of next week’s activities
Personal, Social, and Emotional
Development (PSED)
Focus activity: moving on

In preparation for their transition, the children
will be thinking about things that might worry
them and strategies to cope with this.
What worries you about moving classes?

Understanding the World
Focus activity: courageous advocacy

Mathematics
Focus activity: decomposing shapes

The children will use our trip to the zoo to
inspire them to think about the endangered
animals we have learned about to create animal
fact files.

The children will be looking at 3D shapes to find
the 2D shapes that can be found within them.

Why are certain animals endangered?

What shape do you draw when you trace the 3D
shape?

Physical Development
Focus activity: fine motor development

Expressive Arts and Design
Focus activity: drawing from reference

The children will be strengthening their fine
motor skills by using spoons to scoop marbles
in a marble race.

The children will be taking pictures at the zoo
and then drawing their favourite animals based
on these images.

Can you race a friend to move the marbles?

Can you draw your favourite animal that you saw
on our visit?

Literacy
Focus activity: predicting what happens next in a story
The children will continue to explore the story ‘Don’t Worry, Little Crab’. They will predict what
will happen to Little Crab after he explores the sea, and design their own page to add to the book.
What will happen to Little Crab next?

Phonics
This week the children will continue
to explore tricker Phase 3 sounds and
work on their caption writing skills.

Phonics - Key Words
This week’s Phonic Fairy (high frequency) words:
you, her
This week’s Tricky Troll (common exception) words:
we, me, be
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Communication and Language
Focus activity: listening to African music
Inspired by our story, which takes place in
Africa, we will listen to an African nursery
rhyme. Using our listening skills we will talk
about the instruments we can hear.
What instruments can you hear?

Understanding the World
Focus activity: habitats around the world
Working in small groups, we will try to match
different animals to the correct habitat.
Can you name the animals that live in Africa?

Nursery

Curriculum
Information
some of next week’s activities

Personal, Social, and Emotional
Development (PSED)
Focus activity: talking about transitions and
change

This week the children will be meeting their new
teachers. The children will be encouraged to talk
about what they are looking forward to and what
they may be worried about.
What are you looking forward to?
How
Mathematics
Focus activity: exploring numbers with
numicon

The children will be able to use numicon to
make different arrangements, using their
subsitising skills to say how many they can
see.

Which numbers can you make with the numicon?

Physical Development
Focus activity: moving in time with music

Expressive Arts and Design
Focus activity: drawing a family portrait

This week we will listen carefully in ballet,
and try to move our bodies in time with the
music.

We will draw our own families, describing our
relatives and what they look like.

Can you dance in time with the music?

Can you draw your family?

Literacy
Focus activity: Discussing our topic story ‘Splash, Anna Hibiscus!’
We will talk about who Anna Hibiscus is. Together we will make a character profile, thinking about
what we can see and how she might be feeling throughout the story.

Phonics

Phonics - Key Words

This week’s sounds are

This week’s Phonic Fairy (high frequency) words:
up, an, back, has
This week’s Tricky Troll (common exception) words:
the, to, no, I, be

x, y, z , ch
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WHCS Song Sheet
Give a Little Smile

Give a little smile
1. Give a little smile,
Give a little smile,
And be kind to everyone.
It doesn’t cost a thing,
It’s easy just to bring
A little smile to everyone.
2. Bring a little love,
Bring a little love
And be good to everyone.
It doesn’t cost a thing,
It’s easy just to bring
A little love to everyone.
3. Give a little help,
Give a little help
And be nice to everyone.
It doesn’t cost a thing,
It’s easy just to bring
A little help to everyone.
4. Repeat verse 1
You can sing along with the song at home here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DYedaETbsBI

